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The Client Side



The Easier Way
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Consuming



SOAP / WSDL

XML-RPC

REST



SOAP / WSDL

XML-RPC

REST

complex

less complex

simple



SOAP / WSDL

SOAP = Simple Object Access Protocol

WSDL = Web Services Description Language





SOAP / WSDL Example



Soap4r



XSD4R



require ‘soap/wsdlDriver’



Keep it simple

.NET generated WSDL != Ruby Soap4r

do I need to send a ‘simple’ object down the wire?

my experience



XML-RPC

eXtensible Markup Language - Remote Procedure Call





XML-RPC Example



require ‘xmlrpc/client’



REST

REpresentational State Transfer



find create update destroy



find create update destroy

SELECT INSERT UPDATE DELETE



GET POST PUT DELETE

find create update destroy

SELECT INSERT UPDATE DELETE



Custom XML



REST Example



The Easier Way



Providing

1.1.4



Roll your own REST

.rxml file and corresponding method

disable the layout for REST methods

‘gem install builder’



ActionWebService

‘script/generate web_service service_name method_name’

support for both SOAP and XML-RPC

dynamic WSDL



Planning



‘script/plugin install actionwebservice’



REST 

ActiveResource 
CRUD 



CRUD



ActiveResource 

Person.find(1).name => ‘Phil’

GET http://my.api.com/people/1

<person><name>Phil</name></person>





Sources

Scott Raymond - http://ScottRaymond.net

Ryan Daigle - http://tinyurl.com/oq87k

Kevin Marshall - Web Services on Rails PDF

DHH RailsConf Keynote - http://tinyurl.com/opl7c
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